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This issue‟s highlights:
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The Netherlands Charity Christmas Fair 2009

Thursday 19 November  

10am until 5pm

Hollandse Club 

(22,Camden Park, Singapore)

Fundraising Event in Singapore

Sponsors, Sok Sabay needs YOU!

We will be at:

And we are also looking for venues for our fundraising

show: you want to share traditional Khmer dances with

your friends, family, employees ?

Contact Benjamin at 

admin.soksabay@gmail.com

for booking!

Sponsorships are the foundation of our action. We are

looking for sponsors for all our children, and especially

those becoming university students.

Contact Benjamin at 

admin.soksabay@gmail.com

www.soksabay.com

mailto:admin.soksabay@gmail.com
mailto:admin.soksabay@gmail.com
http://www.soksabay.com/


Letter from Marie Cammal
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September 2nd, 2009

Dear sponsors, dear donors, dear friends,

I am pleased to announce that we had 60% success at

the National Exam (end of high school), resulting

from considerable studying efforts on the part of our

young men and women. We will help this year six

academics: one who is in 2nd year of Pharmacy, two

starting their Law studies, and three starting in Arts

and Humanities. This will represent a significant cost,

so we would be very pleased to have new sponsors for

our young people. Our goal in this program as in

others is to give them better job prospects so they

may in turn provide for their family situation and be

able to bring their family out of a very great poverty.

We inform all our sponsors that we have, for many years, helped the families of our children, initially

through land acquisition or house building/repairs to improve their status in their community, but also

with health support (especially mothers giving birth) and a bag of rice per month. We will continue for

it is a mean to lower the distortion/gap between assistance to children and their family status. In order

to provide security for children, to avoid the guilt of the children to their family situation, assistance to

parents has been very important in our project for several years. Noticeable improvement is spotted in

the families‟ situation such as a better job, a more autonomous management of their budget. They are

also very satisfied with the progress of their children at a social level and in their studies. They are very

grateful of what they recognize as an invaluable contribution to their children‟s future.

For this new school year, our fees have been enormous, because children are sent to one of the best

schools teaching in Khmer. They also have more important needs as they grow up and undertake higher

level studies, in terms of equipment and books. I note and I am very pleased that, after 10 years, these

children can have a future for them and their family. Without the unconditional support from you,

sponsors and donors, we wouldn‟t have been able to help almost one hundred families in the past 10

year.

We have now children that are supported within Sok Sabay and our Center, but also outside Sok Sabay,

for their school fees and for their daily life in their family, which reduces the number of children to

manage every day at the Center. Our first concern is to maintain our efforts to help our children and

their families over several years.

We are always eager to find sponsors for our children at Sok Sabay and for our students. Any help in this

direction would be greatly appreciated!

I hope this letter reaches you well,

Yours sincerely,

Marie Cammal
www.soksabay.com

http://www.soksabay.com/


Moving on up!
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It has taken us considerable time and energy but we

did it: we successfully moved!

This story started about a six months ago, when one

of our previous landlords decided to raise the rent for

our Center of Life to unaffordable amounts. With the

help of one of our volunteers, Denis, we searched

and searched for the perfect place for our children. A

merely fifty visits later (!), we found that elusive

pearl of a house in the Toul Tum Poung

neighborhood, the famous “Russian Market„”

neighborhood.

This new house is just perfect for our children: it has

just been renovated and has modern accommodation

and sanitation; it has a large courtyard overshadowed

by big, fruit trees; it is located in a very quiet and

friendly neighborhood in which the security of our

children will not be such an issue; it is also closer to

our children‟s school.

Our only concern at the time was that the house was

a bit small to house all our extracurricular activities,

our offices and sufficiently separate accommodation

for our boys. After much brainstorming and attempts

to find a solution, this concern vanished when we

very fortunately found a second place to rent just

opposite our new main house!

One and a half month later, our three previous

locations are finally moved to the two new ones. On

one side of the street, we have the kitchen and

commons, the girls‟ rooms, classrooms and playing

ground. The front yard has been enhanced by paving

a part of it to make three open air classrooms, thanks

to a fantastic fundraising event organized by our

friends at the College du Leman in Switzerland.

Of course we kept all the trees, they provided us

with jackfruit and mangoes during the spring and

summer and we‟re hoping to be able to start a

kitchen garden on one side.

On the other side of the street, we have a computer

room, the boy‟s rooms, our infirmary and offices, and

we‟re thinking of reopening our Community Library!

Even though they have good memories from the old

house, the children were delighted to move and love

the new place. They were so happy that they became

very involved in the moving process.

www.soksabay.com
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English:

“The first time I heard about Sok Sabay was from a first hand account by one of my motherõsfriends. She

described a country and community so unimaginable and wonderful from the one I live in and the lives of

children so different from my own. When I saw a video of the works of Sok Sabay I decided to spend my

summer there. I have often traveled with my family, but for a long time I have wanted to go somewhere

alone and have the chance to live there and get to know the place and people; and here I am. I have been

working in Sok Sabay for 6 weeks now and have loved every day! I am teaching English to the children in

small groups according to age. With the older groups we have chosen topics to talk about and they have

been teaching me as much about their society, culture and history as I have about mine; I have learnt so

much from them.

Summer language lessons
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French:

òEnteringthe gate of Sok Sabay Association

is entering a haven of peace. In the

courtyard and the garden, children play,

laughing and friendly, and itõshard to

imagine how painful a past most of them

have. I have had the opportunity to teach

them the rudiments of French for one

month. A very rewarding pedagogic

experience because it was necessary to adapt

to students of all ages and all levels, which is

not always easy when one is used to teach to

university students.

I love being with the younger children,

they are always so excited and cheerful

and I can tell (as with all the Sok Sabay

children) how much they want to learn. I

also love spending time with them either

in class of outside class: drawing or

watching their beloved Mr. Bean! Because

Sok Sabay is a small organization it means

that all the children are given the full

help and attention they need and I have

been able to get to know them all so well.

They are so open and loving and have

made me feel so welcome in their home.”

Julia (student, 20 years old)

But the most important thing is undoubtedly the incredible strength of the link that was immediately

established with most of them: it nurtures the soul of one who agrees to give oneõstime to these children

and these young persons. It is so hard to leave, but one certainty hope that one may once again enter the

gate of the new Sok Sabay home in Phnom Penhéó

Philippe (French teacher in a Private Junior High School in St Malo - France)

www.soksabay.com

http://www.soksabay.com/


Back to School!!
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In Sok Sabay, we believe that education is of utmost importance to have a good chance in life. With the

support of one of our main donors, The Pierre & Tana Matisse Foundation of New York, we are able this

year again to register our children to the excellent Singapore International School of Phnom Penh.

Our youngest children finished pre-school last June and have just started grade one! Far from being too

impressed by the „big‟ school, they were happy to join their older comrades in their studies. The SIS

(Singapore International School of Phnom Penh) has classes from grade 1 to grade 12, high standards of

education with modern methodology and facilities, and provides our children with courses in Khmer and

in English for their opening to the world.

This year has a special importance for 11 of our students. Four of them are going to prepare the grade 9

exam, and our seven grade 12 are going to sit the crucial National Exam next June. Fortunately, they will

be able to benefit from the SIS preparation, and from sharing the experience of their comrades who just

passed the exam!

www.soksabay.com
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In July, five of our children sat the National Exam

for the end of High School. They had to prepare

very hard all along their grade 12 for this two–

and-a-half-day exam covering various subjects

from Khmer and Mathematics, to Biology-

Geology, Physics-Chemistry, English, History and

Geography.

We are very proud to announce that three of

them succeeded. The two others are allowed to

sit again next year without having to do their

Grade 12 again, so all of them are going to the

University this year! Lillie and Nancy are going to

the Royal University of Law and Economics;

Phalleap, Kevin and Vishna to the Cambodia

Mekong University to study Art, Humanities and

Languages.

News from Rosana:

Rosana just finished her first year of Pharmacy

and succeeded in the entrance exam for the

second year! She‟s giving tips to her friends:

“University is very different from High School.

The subjects are varied and I study all the time. I

was really nervous for the competitive exam:

only 200 out of 600 students can go to the Second

Year. I was so happy to succeed.

Thank you Marie and Sok Sabay because they

support us for a long time!”

www.soksabay.com

They accepted to share their experience with us:

Kevin : “It was difficult to learn, but my favorite subjects are

Khmer and English. I like very much to draw and paint and Iõd

like to work for a design company.ó

Lillie: “When we arrived to get the results on August 22nd, we

had to wait and I felt very scared, but when the Director called

my name, I felt very excited and wanted to cry.ó

Nancy: “I want to study Law to be able to help the people to

protect themselves and know their rights. The National Exam

was very hard so I advise my friends at Sok Sabay who will go

this year to start studying from the beginning!”

Phalleap: “My favorite subjects were Khmer and Biology in

High School. I was in the same class as Lillie and Nancy, and we

always helped each other. This year I want to study English and

Arts at the University.”

Vishna: “It was hard for me to follow Grade 12 because I did a

training in mechanics instead of Grades 10 and 11. Iõmvery

excited to go to University now!”

http://www.soksabay.com/


Ongoing activities
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Taekwondo:

This is one of the most successful activities at Sok Sabay. Over the years, our children build focus,

teamwork skills and physical fitness through the practice of this Korean martial art.

This September, fifteen of them are going to the National level competition. We wish them the best

of luck… and to have fun!

Traditional dance:

During the Khmer Rouge period, all forms of

art, traditional or more contemporary suffered

immensely.

Today, Sok Sabay participates to the traditional

arts revival through dance lessons by Nisay and

Sokhannarith, professional dancers and

graduates from the Royal School of Arts.

Our children can learn balance and agility, but

also, through the time-honored stories that the

dance tells, the treasures of their cultural

heritage.

Community Service:

It is important for our children to integrate to

their surrounding community by helping out

within Sok Sabay and around.

During the last period, they were happy to

participate to the moving of their home. They

now have to decide what will be their project

for the coming period!

Picture Tae-

kwon-Do

www.soksabay.com

Extracurricular courses:

With the new school year, it‟s also time to start

the extracurricular courses again. Our children

will receive additional tuition in Khmer,

Mathematics, English and French.

http://www.soksabay.com/


I have been offering counseling session,

individually and group, to children living in

Sok Sabay Organization, for the past two

years. I am offering counseling session 1-2

hours per week, basically on Saturday

and/or Sunday depending on my availability

of time and the urgent need of the

children.

Testimony
By our Counselor

9www.soksabay.com

I am XXX, M.Sc. in Counseling Psychology,

working with children and adolescent with

emotional and behavioral problems. I had

been working with Center for Child Mental

health from 2001 to 2008. And currently I

am working at Transcultural Psychosocial

Organization (TPO) as a counseling

coordinator.

So far I have seen 8-10 children who are

having difficulties express their emotion,

anger, up set or sad. I also see children with

behavior problems like aggressiveness;

disturb other, not paying attention to

other activities. My method used with those

children are story telling, drawing, using

block, playing with sand, game, pretended

play... Children at younger age find difficult

to express verbally, thus through play and

activities described above, it's really help

them to express how do they think or feel.

Children living in organization setting do

need a lot of psychological support for

them to function.

http://www.soksabay.com/


Our thoughts and thanks to our visitors!
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Régine Ducom, from Japan, came and visited us

last may; she kindly lend a hand to help us

moving!

Karie and Gary Godfrey, from the USA, came in

July; Annie Stopford, psychotherapist in

Australia, in August.

IHG?

And of course thanks to our volunteers, Denis and

Marie-Antoinette, Helene, Julia and Philippe!

Our math teacher, Mr. Long Chan Tach, has

passed away on June 29th from a heart attack.

The children loved him very much and were very

sad. We all went to the Pagoda to pay our last

respects.

Mr. Long was a very valuable and amicable

employee of Sok Sabay, and we had the great

chance to be working with him for seven years.

His professionalism and dedication to the

children‟s progress will never be replaced.

Sok Sabay will be helping his widow and family

through these difficult times.

Obituary

A reminder for our Sponsors and Funders

For our sponsors and funders in the US, please note that if you donate through the Cambodia

Children Fund, our US entity, your donation will be tax exempt. This entity is operated by

volunteers, and 100% of the funds are transferred to Sok Sabay.

For more information, contact Susan at sridley106@gmail.com

For our sponsors and funders in France, please note that your Sok Sabay Official Receipt

entitles you to deduct 66% of your donation from your taxable income.

For more information, contact Benjamin at admin.soksabay@gmail.com

News in brief:

www.soksabay.com

mailto:sridley106@gmail.com
mailto:admin.soksabay@gmail.com
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THANK YOU

The beginning of a new School Year 

The beginnings of new hopes

This is where our dreams come true and 
this is where our lives take off

This is where we get a chance to make a 
difference in this World and this is 

where you, our sponsors, make a 
difference in this World!
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You give us a future.

Thank you !!!  

From all of us, the 
children .


